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The soaring sec ot floar of tho
howse, clad in semi-transparent-
staimed cedar shingles, sits atop the
granite-sheathed lower level.

An age-in-place custom home
lands on a Pacific Northwest shore.

By Meghan Drueding

ar in the northwest corner of Wisdaneon
states, b as close W Cansdi s vo can
get withoul crossing the bogider. =ats the
perfect bouse Foram airpdame bull. [1 perches
o dhe edge of Semiahmioe By, which s
pant 0f Puget Sound, like o plane that's just touched
iown, Dis imvented ol sprels acmoss the site like a
pair of wings. opening gracctully o the bay and
views ol the Swrail of Geergia
Fittingly, ewvner Bob Diavis speat Hbyears design-
ing dndd budlding planes as anengineer ol Boeing. He
and his wife, Clary, hiad findshed rusing their childoen.
and Uy wanbed @ place swhere e twooF e comld

ressicle Tor the rest of their ves, They envisioned 1
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Delails: Fine Farniture

t the furmiture In the Davis resigence seams 1o mesh parficu ved| with I TLRPAELELNE, (L iLsE FIN
Architects designed them Doth. Nits kinne and project co-architect Soott Hustr | f aarm tabl
naster bed, coffee table, end tablies, light fixtures, and : place screen, 1a It
laves e har the liv- to extend their talents to furnishing E idboard
ing rooen {ehds pagelisy
andl master bedroom ind basel hey abstracted the | M TUSSES I &
{spposite, bottom).
b o b tai : wonotiring, branchlike pattemn. The same pattern appears on the copper
kitchen and dining roem hght oover

COpRer fireplace screen, and the ebched
qlass panels that slide to separate the dining room and Kibchen. In soms cases,

the pattern was actually cut by a computer-aided laser that traced Finne and

Huebner's drawings onto the finish material. @ Pieces of steel slice through

the cherry coftee and end tables, providing a contrast that highlights the prop-
erties of both the metal and the wood. The dining raom table is the show-
stopper, though. s inlay of Richiite, a black, synthetic material that resemibles
ebony, forms two diamonds that echo the V-shape of the table legs. More sirips
of the same material delineate the sliding panels under the tabletop that con-

tain an extra leaf. The table encapsulates the fing craftsmanship and embrace

of natural materials that permeate every square inch of the house. —M.D.

hiouse with most of the main reoms on one level  windows wraps arouand the rear second floor, feeding light decp
and plenty of windews (0 counternct the gruy  inte the home's intenor,
Pacific Marthwest weather. Because of the different floor plutes, the trusses, and all the
They tappsd Seatile architect Mils Finne, glass, Finne's plan had to be very carefully enginesred. One fulse
whose bend of Modem-leaning style and rever-  move by Star, and the entire frame could be thrown off, The
e for matural materiaks is strongly influenced  living and dining room tnesses, for exomple, were set on steel-
by Scandieavian design. Finne's collaborator,  supported fir colomns interspersed with cobinetry custom
builder Stan Stam, happens to have his own pas-  designed by Finpe. It took two boom trucks o kwver the trusses
gion For planes—he's an amatewr pilot. He and  into place, one to fum them over. and one to insen them into the
hig parimer 3t Ernerald Builders, Bill Miers_ pride  frame. "Those steel posts had o line up with the cabinets” savs
themelves on thedr ability 1o execute Stam. “If they were oft by even a little,
pobs with @ high degree of difficulty. the whole cabinet system would ook
“I o o chesign i, wee can build 51" Siam says. wiong.” The same went for the founda-

1V = 1 Farme's dessipn put that clalm 1o the est. The house is tion, Frame, and windows—ihe plan’s
{ R = bcated in oo subdivasion on a half-acee Lol In oeder o rigoiros. limear nature left an wnosually

! : I ] comply with mandatory sethacks, the Davises' program, armeall margin for erro.
—— B el [ wn . il | and the comstrictions of the shoping site, be designed the Bui meither Siaer nor the Davises
it : i : - . 5 second floor of the house, the main foor, w be shightly doubt that Finpe did the right thing.
TG L 1 —J s i smiller than the first, The fira foor garns at the frong of Light pours into ihe chermy-ifimmed

main level, thanks o the clerestories
acconmodated by the isverted roof. The
fir posts and trusses define differen

thi= howse 2 a |-:u||-'|||.gl| ;_enlnill,' plisth thar |_rr.'ul.||:|I|3.'

mereases o 1 Feet at the back. I s=rves a5 a 1ahle of

L | ﬁ— E: |

o ! Liowver Leve somis, with the second, cedar-clixl sLory Tl.-'-[illg o bop ol
f || || T 7 ! & it. Two rows of fan msses march across the bouse, arcas within the large cemiral lving
= supporting the mol, An B=foot<high band of clenstory space, elinnatng the need For leght-
b
E [
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Starr didn't start out as wilder. He worke onnel aEminstratr at Eastern YWWaim
Infversity for one semester, until the job's mental stresces took thai h. °l rg back pa
from hodding all the tension in,” he say vanted to be moving amund, not listen ple's problems
dane.” W Ironically encugh, his [istening and problem-solving abilities were exactly the qualities that made him the
ideal buikder for the Davis job. Architect Nids Finne designed the howe right down to the precisely Lid-out pin
wheel tife pattem in the bathrooms. He even plotted the living room bookchelves o that carefully placed hallway

artwork could be teen through the vertical spaces between the shelves. Such an ultra-designed project meant

reconfigured the remaining steel pleces

bocking walls. They also combine with the red cak floors and cher-
ry cabimetry W creabe g owanm, cozy atmosphene—uno easy feal
where lots of glass and |8-fooi ceilings are imvolved. Finne feels
that natural materials like wood and stone help make Modem
diesign more approachable. “When we'd talk about the house with
the Davises, we kept coming back to the emotional valee of the
materials.” he says. “The siome has a heavy, weighied quality; it
grounds the house bodle physically and copotionally. The Davises
were slightly nervous shout going Modern, but 1 think the way we
were talking about materials reassumed them.”

Amsother assurance the clients wanted was the knowledge that

they"d alwavs Be able to ger anound their oase easily. Frne oo

B4 = Cirdorm Mame B hekugqus! 305

e Builder: Listening Up

Starr had to be in constant communication with Finne and project co-architect Tim Myhr
in arder to canry out each detail just as it had been imagined. When the wood-clad
hardware for a pocket door track in the master bath proved too bulky to allow roam for
a planned clerestory shove the door, he disassembled it, stripped off the wood, and
The clerestory fit, and the track works smoothly

Mo matter how hard he tries, it seerms that Starr Just can't stop trouble-shooting, —.0

plied by making every doorway 3 feet across,
wide enough for a wheelchair, The masier bed-
room and laundey room ane on the same floor as
the main living arca, which encompasses the
kitchen, living., and dining mooms; the master
wing commscts o the public spoces through a
glass-hacked eotry hall The Daveses and their

visibors can access dhe three downsiars gues
bzdroioms wia an elevator installed discreetly nex
tor the front door. A wheelchair ramp lesds from
the garage o the entey hall. “We don't need any
of 1t nicvw, Buid W3 mce 1o kngew 105 there if we ever
do Clan Davis ways,  Hadmnt-floor
heatimg, o skt 1o \.||||i||g the
home's high-ceilinged spices, helps ber
asthma smee of deesnt Blow  dost
arcail ke forced-wr heat dioes

Amy lime o skilled archibect and an up-for-onything
builder work together they end up producing o showcase
of degails, The Dhvis house is [ull of them—the fine rib-
bing on all interior doors, cabinets, amd molding; the
copper light fixiures and fireplace screen; and the imim-
cate, wood-and-metal open-riser staircase. Thick cherry
manielpieces provide suitahly sturdy counterpars (o the
twio granite chimneys. And the bathroom floees incenpo-
rate o methodically plansed configuration of Brieilian
slate, Chinese skate, and glass tile.

Exterior detailing abo consists of copper, chosen for
the rich patina it acquines with expasure to the elements.
In fact, all of the exterior materials, such as cedar shin-
gles fnished with a semi-transparent siain, graniie guar-

The reediike pattern of
the sandhlasted glass

rigdd from nearby Fox Island, and costom concrete pavers, stand up
gjunte well o wind ad water, “For me, time = an enriching agen.”
Firne says, 1 think a howse shoubd work with it rather than agzinsg
it Yown can’t et awny from the netarl envirenment, and if you try,
it will find vow” The house will age comifortably, just & its oocu-
pants will, 1

Project Crenais: Hulkder: Emerald Buidess, Eslbngham, Wash, Archined: FIKNE Sichiiecis,
it Siruciurs enginea: Monie Clark Eaginsers, hsagqua®, Wash.; Geolechnia
engineer: Gactnginaars, Seatte; Encrgy consehart: Emolope, Saartle; Landecaps desigrer
St Murwery & Landsaping, Seaithe; Lhang space: 6,500 squars tast; 5iw sipa; |5 a01E;
Consructon o Wribhekd, Frestograg besr At G (secept wherg roiadl & Risoances
Eaibeeem :'l.r.]'. fintures Gmbe, Cicla 400 Haregrata, Circle 400, Eohks; Cicks 403
Eathroom glass tles Ann Saccs, Cirche 303; Bashmom sknie ties: Famat The, Clicle 404
titchen frmngsicses: Kindrad, Circls 405 ard 104, Circle 406; Lighting finiures
Faufsen, Cinde 407 and Resoluta, Cirnde 808; Paint: Benjamis Mocea, Ciecke 409 Stain
Cabsot, Orche 4 500 A rdows: Quanium, Circh 411
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